How Much More Proof Do We Need?

God has proven Himself to mankind in many ways throughout our history

In the Old Testament:
To Adam (Genesis 2)

He took one of his ribs and made him a wife

221 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 2 Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man
He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.

22 And Adam said, "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called
Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."

To Noah (Genesis 6 & 7)

He brought the flood that He predicted 120 years beforehand

”130n the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's wife and
the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark — ** they and every beast after its kind,
all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every
bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. > And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of
all flesh in which is the breath of life. ° So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went
in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in.

”Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it
rose high above the earth. ¥ The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the
ark moved about on the surface of the waters. '° And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the
earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. *° The waters prevailed
fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. ** And all flesh died that moved on the
earth:

To Abraham (Genesis 18 & 21)
He gave Him the promised son when Sarah was well past childbearing age

1810 And He said, "I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah
your wife shall have a son."(Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) ** Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of
childbearing. "> Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After | have grown old, shall |
have pleasure, my lord being old also?"

211 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2
For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had
spoken to him. *> And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him — whom Sarah
bore to him — Isaac.

To Moses (Exodus 4)
He not only met him at a continually burning bush, but gave him three signs to verify his mission

*1 Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice;
suppose they say, 'The LORD has not appeared to you.""

250 the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?"

He said, "A rod."

3 And He said, "Cast it on the ground." So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and
Moses fled from it. * Then the LORD said to Moses, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail"
(and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), > "that they may
believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has appeared to you."
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® Furthermore the LORD said to him, "Now put your hand in your bosom." And he put his hand in
his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, like snow.  And He said, "Put
your hand in your bosom again." So he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of his
bosom, and behold, it was restored like his other flesh. "Then it will be, if they do not believe
you, nor heed the message of the first sign, that they may believe the message of the latter sign.
° And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to your voice, that you
shall take water from the river and pour it on the dry land. The water which you take from the
river will become blood on the dry land."

To Pharaoh (Genesis 7-12)

He threatened, brought about, and removed ten different plagues on Egypt at Moses’s word
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12 And finally the death of the firstborn of every home
1229 And it came to pass at midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock. 3950 Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his
servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.

3 Then he (Pharaoh) called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out from among
my people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have said. ** Also
take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; and bless me also."

To the Children of Israel in the wilderness (Exodus 17)

He gave them water from the rock and manna to eat throughout their forty years in the desert (+++)
73 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said,
"Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with
thirst?"

*So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall | do with this people? They are almost
ready to stone me!"

> And the LORD said to Moses,"Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of
Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. ® Behold, | will
stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come
out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.

To Israel’s King Jehoshaphat (1 Kings 13)

He prophesied that the false altar would split open and healed the King who objected to the prophet
! And behold, a man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, and Jeroboam
stood by the altar to burn incense. 2Then he cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD,
and said, "O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to
the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense
on you, and men's bones shall be burned on you." * And he gave a sign the same day, saying,
"This is the sign which the LORD has spoken: Surely the altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it
shall be poured out."

*So it came to pass when King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, who cried out
against the altar in Bethel, that he stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, "Arrest him!"
Then his hand, which he stretched out toward him, withered, so that he could not pull it back to
himself. > The altar also was split apart, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to
the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. ® Then the king answered and
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said to the man of God, "Please entreat the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for me, that
my hand may be restored to me."

So the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king's hand was restored to him, and became as
before.

To the Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17)
He not only kept her flour barrel and oil jar from running out but resurrected her son from the dead

And

1712 55 she said, "As the LORD your God lives, | do not have bread, only a handful of flourin a

bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, | am gathering a couple of sticks that | may go in and prepare
it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die."

3 And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake
from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. ** For thus
says the LORD God of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry,
until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth."

> S0 she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household
ate for many days. *® The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to
the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah.

717 Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who owned the house
became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him. 18 So she said
to Elijah,"What have | to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to
remembrance, and to kill my son?"

9 And he said to her, "Give me your son." So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the
upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his own bed. ° Then he cried out to the
LORD and said, "O LORD my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom |
lodge, by killing her son?" ** And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out
to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, | pray, let this child's soul come back to him." ** Then
the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, and he revived.
2> And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room into the house, and
gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son lives!"

**Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now by this | know that you are a man of God, and that the
word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth."

To the Prophet Elisha (2 Kings 2)
He demonstrated to the prophet that He had placed His Spirit on Him

> Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared

with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven.

2 And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, "My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its
horsemen!" So he saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore them into
two pieces. > He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and
stood by the bank of the Jordan. ** Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him,
and struck the water, and said, "Where is the LORD God of Elijah?" And when he also had struck
the water, it was divided this way and that; and Elisha crossed over.

To Nebuchadnezzar, the King that carried the disobedient Jews to Babylon as Captives (Daniel 4)

2% This is the interpretation (Of your dream) O king, and this is the decree of the Most High,

which has come upon my lord the king: ?> They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be
with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with
the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.
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26"And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your
kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules.
*2% All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. * At the end of the twelve months he was
walking about the royal palace of Babylon. ** The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great
Babylon, that | have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of
my majesty?"
> While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell from heaven: "King
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! **> And they
shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They
shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know
that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses."
**That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from
men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had
grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws.
3% And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my
understanding returned to me; and | blessed the Most High and praised and honored
Him who lives forever:

The Prophesies of Christ assure us that the O.T. is not just a bunch of myths

The symbolic or typical prophesies like:

Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22)

Symbolizing that God was anticipating offering His only Son on an altar
John 3:16
'® For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12)

Symbolizing that those who put their trust in Christ will be spared from the coming judgment
John 3:36
** He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

The serpent on the pole (Numbers 21)

Symbolizing that salvation would be by faith in the crucified
John 3:14-15
1 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, ** that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

The direct prophesies like:

Jacob’s prophecy of a coming king (Genesis 49)

That the coming king of the world would arise from Judah’s offspring
4919 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until
Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.
Matthew’s gospel traces Christ’s lineage from Judah

Moses’s prophecy of a coming prophet (Deuteronomy 18)

That He would be (faithful?) like Moses
181> “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from
your brethren. Him you shall hear,...”
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Hebrews 3:1-2
*1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, > who was faithful to Him
who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house.
Isaiah’s prophecy of who this coming one would be (Isaiah 9)
He would be the a Son and yet God himself
%€ For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’ Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
Luke 1:35-36
135 And the angel answered and said to her,"The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.
And his prophecy of what He would be like (Isaiah 53
He would suffer for the sins of His people
>32 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground.
He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should
desire Him. > He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not
esteem Him.
*Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted.
>But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.
® All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way;
And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
David’s prophecy of how He would die (Psalms 22)
They would pierce His hands and His feet
2218 Eor dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.
They pierced My hands and My feet; *’ | can count all My bones. They look and stare at
Me. *® They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.
And folks, these are just a few of the many O.T. that have been fulfilled to the letter!

Moving on to the New Testament:

To John the Baptist (John 1)

John apparently did not believe his aunt Mary’s story until God confirmed it when he baptized Jesus
32 And John bore witness, saying, "l saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He
remained upon Him. **I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to
me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.' ** And | have seen and testified that this is the Son of God."
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To the Jewish Nation during Christ’s ministry on earth (Luke 20)

The miracles that Christ performed over and over again
729 )ohn the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for
another?" %! And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to
many blind He gave sight.
22 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the

poor have the gospel preached to them. * And blessed is he who is not offended because of
Me."

John 14:10-11
1419 The words that | speak to you | do not speak on My own authority; but the Father
who dwells in Me does the works. ** Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father

in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.
To Peter (2 Peter 1)

Speaking of the Transfiguration
1 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. *’ For He received from
God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory:"This is
My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased." ** And we heard this voice which came from
heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.
¥ And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that

shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;

To Doubting Thomas (John 20)

Convincing proof of the resurrection
2024 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. *°
The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord."
So he said to them, "Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe."
% And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" *’ Then He said to Thomas,
"Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My
side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing."
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"
%9 Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed."

To all of us (John 20)

John’s assurance that the whole Bible barely scratches the surface of proof of its own veracity
2039 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written
in this book; ** but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

What more do you need?

Still have trouble believing? (Mark 9)

Let me suggest that you try the father of the demon possessed epileptic that Jesus healed’s approach.
23 Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes."

2 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, | believe; help my
unbelief!"
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